Oraciones de relativo (teoría y ejemplos)

Las oraciones relativas se caracterizan por proporcionarnos información sobre un antecedente (un sustantivo), que acabamos de nombrar:

the dog that barks so much  is mine

(             (
antecedente  oración relativa

(con verbo propio)

__________

sujeto de la oración principal
Hay dos clases de oraciones de relativo: “defining” (no van entre comas) y “non-defining” (van entre comas). Un ejemplo de las “defining”  es The man that is going to marry mary is called Bruce (el hombre que se va a casar con Mary se llama Bruce), describe el nombre  (man) y son necesarias para el entendimiento de la frase. “Non-defining” Ej. : Bruce, Who is going to marry Mary, is a car salesman (Bruce, que se va a casar con Mary, es un vendedor de coches), dan más información sobre el nombre (Bruce) pero no son necesarias para entender la frase.

También se puede explicar así: especificativas (información esencial) y explicativas(información superflua).

Si el antecedente es una persona, se usa that o who en el caso de las especificativas y who en el caso de las explicativas:

          Peter is the boy (that won the race

                           (who

           Peter, who won the race, is very shy

                   (
           recuerda que aquí, como es una 

                    relativa explicativa

                (que nos da información extra),

                   no podemos usar “that”.

                  las relativas explicativas 

                   siempre van entre comas

Si el antecedente es una cosa o objeto, usamos that o which en el caso de las especificativas y which en el caso de las explicativas:

        The house (that you bought is not very old

                  (which
        The house, which is not very old, has 4 bedrooms

                     (
           recuerda que aquí, como es una

                     relativa explicativa 

                     no podemos usar that

Las preposiciones tienen dos posiciones posibles: o antes del pronombre relativo (más formal) o al final de la oración relativa (más coloquial y frecuente):
The box in which I put the book is on the table

The box which I put the book in is on the table

Existen otros relativos que ofrecen menos problemas:



WHAT: (Sin antecedente) el que, lo que,...



WHOSE: cuyo



WHERE: Donde



WHEN: cuando



WHY: por la que/ por el que



What I really like is a good sandwich

          The place where I was born

The day when you arrived

        
The reason why that happened is pretty clear

¿Cuándo podemos prescindir del relativo?

Siempre que el antecedente no sea el sujeto

	the woman
	who
	 I wanted to see was away on holiday


            (_______________

                           (
	I wanted to see
	the woman


                                              (
                                    who(= the woman)is the object;

                                                             I is the subject  

 The woman I wanted to see was away on holiday  

	Have you found the Keys
	that
	you lost?


                           (_________________

                                            (                        

	you lost
	the keys


                                             (
                                      that(=the keys) is the object

                                                       you is the subject

	the woman
	who
	  lives next door is a doctor


             (_______________

                            (
	the woman
	lives next door


                            (
                       who(=the woman) is the subject
EJERCICIOS DE RELATIVOS:

1. A man has gone to prison. He shot two policemen.

2. A bomb caused a lot of damage. It went off this morning.

3. A scientist has won the Nobel Prize. He discovered a new planet.

4. A footballer has been banned from playing again. He took drugs.

5. A little girl has been found safe and well. She had been missing since Tuesday.

6. A company has laid off thousands of workers. It owns Greenway supermarkets.

7. An old lady now wants to swim the English Channel. She did a parachute jump.

8. Harriet talked to a couple. They were staying at the camp site.

9. The postcard was from Harriet. It came this morning.

10. Mike and Harriet are visiting a woman. They met her on holidays.

11. The old castle was really interesting. We visited it.

12. She’s Tom’s new girlfriend. She just said hello.

13. The dog has been rescued. It fell down a hole.

14. The story was untrue. It upset everyone.

15. He’s a film producer. He interviewed Natasha.

16. The accident wasn’t very serious. Daniel saw it.

17. He’s a millionaire. Claire knows him.

18. The vase was extremely valuable. David broke it.

19. It’s really nice. Melanie wore it at the party.

20. This is the bus. I have been waiting for it.

21. The restaurant is closed today. We normally go to this restaurant.

22. We stayed at the hotel. I can’t remember the name of the hotel.

23. Electronics is a subject. I know very little about it.

24. Vera Stokes is a politician. Her sister once worked for Colin.

25. Felix Reeves is a journalist. His tape-recorder was stolen.

26. Graham Wilshaw is an architect. He knew Colin at school.

27. Rex Carter is a farmer. Colin bought his land.

28. Norman Bridge is a lawyer. He looked after Colin’s interests.

29. Sonia Goldman is a house guest. Her fingerprints were on the door handle.

30. George Paxton is a company director. He had an argument with Colin.

31. I’d like to speak to that person. He lives next door.

32. A woman has just bought a new house. My sister knows her.

33. He’s an architect. He designed the new library.

34. I saw a house. My brother wants to buy it.

35. I go to Barcelona next week. I haven’t gone there for a long time.

36. Madonna’s parents were born in Italy. She’s a famous American singer.

37. He’s the man. He lives in the fourth floor.

38. Please, give me the tool. I need it.

39. The doctor told me it wasn’t very serious. He lives near my office.

40. The building was built many centuries ago. You can see it here on the right.

41. The manager has left his job. He offered me that position.

42. The book was a detective story. I was reading it yesterday.

43. The man is my English teacher. You spoke to him in the street.

44. The street isn’t very wide. It leads to the school.

45. The doctor is famous. She visited him.

46. The ring has three diamonds. My boyfriend gave it to me.

47. I met a young woman. She works in the Post Office.

48. Did you see that letter? It came this morning.

49. I would like to see the tree. You picked the apple from it.

50. They are the people. They offered Sue a job.

51. The car has now been found. It was stolen.

52. That’s the knife and fork. I eat with them.

53. He’s the person. He wanted to buy your house.

54. We threw out the computer. It never worked properly.

55. This is the lion. It’s been ill recently.

56. The man was badly injured. He was driving the car.

57. The children broke my window. They live in the next street.

58. They sold the cat. It was afraid of mice.

59. This is the chair. My parents gave it to me.

60. I’ve applied for the job. You told me about it.

61. We’re looking for the ball. We were playing with it.

62. Tom has driven all day. He is tired and wants to stop.

63. A man answered the phone. He said tom was out.

64. I met Mary. She asked me to give you this.

65. We can’t come back to Liverpool. Our mother died there.

66. I’m looking for some children. They are terribly spoilt.

67. This is the story of a man. His wife suddenly loses her memory.

68. I went to Munich. I had always wanted to visit Munich.

69. We lit a fire. It soon dried out our clothes.

70. A man has gone to prison. He shot two policemen.

71. A bomb caused a lot of damage. It went off this morning.

72. A scientist has won the Nobel Prize. He discovered a new planet.

73. A footballer has been banned from playing again. He took drugs.

74. Harriet talked to a couple. They were staying at the camp site.

75. The postcard was from Harriet. It came this morning.

76. Mike and Harriet are visiting a woman. They met her on holidays.

77. The old castle was really interesting. We visited it.

78. She’s Tom’s new girlfriend. She just said hello.

79. The dog has been rescued. It fell down a hole.

80. The man is very friendly. He lives next door.

81. We know a lot of people. They live in London.

82. Where are the eggs? They were in the fridge.

83. A man answered the phone. He told me you were out.

84. A waitress served us. She was very impolite and impatient.

85. Some boys were arrested. They have now been released.

86. The man was away on holiday. I wanted to see him.

87. Have you found the keys? You lost them.

88. Do you know that girl? Tom is talking to her.

89. The bed wasn’t very comfortable. I slept in it last night.

90. The bed was so soft. I slept in it.

91. The flight was fully booked. We wanted to travel on it.

92. Who was that girl? You were with her last night.

93. The police haven’t found the man. He stole my car.

94. I was at school with the man. He´s driving a taxi.

95. There’s some cheese in the fridge. It needs to be eaten.

96. We’ve got some light bulbs. They last for years.

97. Where’s that nurse? I saw her last time.

98. There are problems. You don’t have them.

99. She showed me a photo of her son. Her son is a policeman.

100. We decided not to swim in the sea. The sea looked rather dirty.

101. The new stadium will be opened next month. It holds 90.000 people.
102. The postman was late this morning. The postman is nearly always on time.

103. We often go to visit our friends in Bristol. Bristol is only 30 miles away.

104. I went to see the doctor. The doctor told me to rest for a few weeks.

105. The story was untrue. It upset everyone.

106. He’s a film producer. He interviewed Natasha.

107. The accident wasn’t very serious. Daniel saw it.

108. He’s a millionaire. Claire knows him.

109. The vase was extremely valuable. David broke it.

110. It’s really nice. Melanie wore it at the party.

111. This is the bus. I have been waiting for it.

112. The restaurant is closed today. We normally go to this restaurant.

113. We stayed at the hotel. I can’t remember the name of the hotel.

114. Electronics is a subject. I know very little about it.

115. Vera Stokes is a politician. Her sister once worked for Colin.

116. Felix Reeves is a journalist. His tape-recorder was stolen.

117. Graham Wilshaw is an architect. He knew Colin at school.

118. Rex Carter is a farmer. Colin bought his land.

119. Norman Bridge is a lawyer. He looked after Colin’s interests.

120. Sonia Goldman is a house guest. Her fingerprints were on the door handle.

121. George Paxton is a company director. He had an argument with Colin
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